


The following presentation  
focus exclusively on the new process

for AD5 Generalists/Graduates competition. 

And the ppt can be downloaded from our YouTube channel / blog 

Remember, at YSE we don’t do 
what you want but what you need 

to pass competitions, so please wait 
until the end for your questions. 



What is Graduates AD5?

It’s popularly known as GENERALIST but it’s 

formal name is graduates. EPSO is now using 

only the formal name to advertise it.



1.What is going on?

2. What do I have to know before I begin?   

3.What tests?  
1.Application

2.Reasoning Test

3.Written test about the EU or EUFTE

4.Digital skills

5.MCQ – EU knowledge – where can I get free materials to study?

6.Scoring

4.How long is the process? 

5.When should I start preparing the exams? And how many hours?

6.How can we help you in YaSemoseuropean? The YSE-Aventura
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Finally???

Looks like 2026 will be 
fruitful in competitions

Whatever we say today 
is under the assumption 

the new test platform 
(TAO) will work well and 

in the dates expected.
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All profiles and CV have their place 

(provided you have a University degree)

And 

more!



You will have to fit in the process

BUT

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


Key aspects

Salary

• 2 languages (level C1 and B2) 
among 24 official EU lenguages

• All information in the notice of 
competition (national member 
state, university degree, 
other...)  -> READ IT!!!!

• You can take part in different 
competitions at the same time

• Levels according to experience 
required:

➢AD5 – University degree



The notice of the competition



The new portal (since January 2025)

If you had an account in the old portal, you 
will need to open a new account in this one



CV

• The new platform needs 
EU-login access

• Follow the instructions
• You can start now to fill 

your CV in. No need to wait 
to the competition

• Once the competition is 
open, you need to APPLY to 
the competition (platform 
takes the info from your 
profile to your application)

• We’ll do a dedicated 
webinar on the registration 
process

https://trusted-digital-identity.europa.eu/index_en
https://trusted-digital-identity.europa.eu/index_en
https://trusted-digital-identity.europa.eu/index_en


You will visit
more this web 

than your
Tinder profile

Competition‘s web

• This web is created when the competition 
is published. All indicative info is here.

• Only the information in the notice and the 
information you get via your candidate’s 
profile is officially valid
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Tests for AD5 graduates

We could use fancy colors and graphics, but we prefer to go 
to the source (screenshots), and you should always do it too



What do we know about the context of the tests?

• Practice to check what is your most efficient approach and 
which language to choose 

• Written test is not a language test
• The exam will take the whole day (we work under 1 day –test 

scenario)

Language 1 – 1 out 24 official EU languages

Language 2 - 1 out 24 official EU languages and 
different from Language 1



What do we know about the test?

• Verbal 20 questions
• Numerical 10 questions
• Abstract 10 questions

Reasoning

MCQ – EU Knowledge

Digital Skills

EUFTE / written

• 20 points (pass mark 10)
• Pass/not pass (5/10)
• Pass/not pass (5/10)

• 30 questions • 30 points

• 42 questions • 42 points???

• 1 exercise • 10 points (pass mark 5)

Right answer = 1 point   // Wrong answer = 0 points

Content Mark

In total, it could be up to 102 points BUT the weight of each tests hasn’t been 
confirmed yet, so final scoring system may differ



Verbal Reasoning

What does it measure? 

• Ability to understand key concepts

• Reasoning capacity from written information 

• Interpret key points correctly

Key points

• Don’t confuse language level with verbal reasoning

• Distinguish between false and doubtful

• Read the question well, extract the info contained, don’t assume anything

• Omission of information in a reply does not make it incorrect

• Frequency (always, usually sometimes...)



-Numerical Reasoning
What does it measure? 

• Identify relevant data

• Identify the quickest way to solve the 

problem

• Ability to make rapid mental calculations

The keys

• Review basic mathematical concepts: fractions, 

percentages, equations, 3 rules

• Identify the data required

• In some cases it is possible to use the estimate

• The solution to the problema here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s


Abstract reasoning

About abstract reasoning

• Colour blindness adapted

• 5 figures and you need to find 

the 6th 

• 5 possible answers

Key aspects

• Isolate elements 

• Search for rules

• Delete what can’t be



Get familiar with your environmentTip 1

The calculator doesn’t have the solutionTip 2

Think first, then choose or calculateTip 3

It’s about reasoningTip 4

Panicking , worst thing you can do Tip 5

Final tips for reasoning Simple? 
But not 

easy



Written test / EUFTE



Reference document will be provided (2 weeks before
the exam). Focus on practice

Point 1

Take your time to prepare this test (it’s not a simple 40min practice)Point 2

Once you know the date of the exam, block hours
to work on this test.

Point 3

You don’t need inside knowledge but you need practice
to finish the assigment in timePoint 4

The written test / Essay / EUFTE

The assigment is about handling the information
provided and addressing specific audience.Point 5



Digital skills

EU framework

➢ Use the lates framework, published in 2025
➢ It provides areas of knowledge for your reference 

11000010 10111111 0101
0011 01101001 01101101
01110000 01101100 0110
0101 00111111 00100000
01010000 01100101 0111
0010 01101111 00100000
01101110 01101111 0010
0000 01110011 01101001
01100101 01101101 0111
0000 01110010 01100101
00100000 01100110 1100
0011 10100001 01100011
01101001 01101100 0000

1010

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/projects-and-activities/education-and-training/digital-transformation-education/digital-competence-framework-digcomp_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/projects-and-activities/education-and-training/digital-transformation-education/digital-competence-framework-digcomp_en


Digital skills
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Case Study

Keys • Broad knowledge of the EU  : Institutions, policy 
and history of the EU

• The trick is not to fail the easy ones. 
• EPSO freezes the content the day the notice is 

published

Structure • 30 questions
• 40 minutes
• Only the correct answers count 
• The final rules are in the notice (if any)

Knowledge exam/MCQ (multiple choice exam)



EPSO materials cover (almost) 
everything. Not very practical if

not handled with care.
There is a lot of redundancy in 

content when using EU-
documents

Not the most useful. Key info
should be in the TEU or other
documents. Figures maybe of

interests

Fundamental or good reference

EU knowledge – EPSO material



EPSO materials cover (almost) 
everything. Not very practical

EU knowledge -MCQ

Those links open the field of study to almost all policy details



EU knowledge -MCQ

You can’t cover everything in such
level of detail. Apply common

sense



Some Free-resources ( we shared them since 2024) 

• The treaties: TUE y TFUE
• EU website : EU in 2024
• ABC of the EU law
• Factsheets of EU parliament
• 2019-2024 Summaries (VDL-1)
• SOTEU

https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/principles-and-values/founding-agreements_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/principles-and-values/founding-agreements_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/principles-and-values/founding-agreements_en
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/general-report-2024/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/general-report-2024/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/general-report-2024/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/general-report-2024/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
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Application
time

(mid Feb – mid
March)

Exams
correction and 
verification of 
requirements

Reasoning
tests+ EU -
Knowledge
MCQ test+ 

Digital skills + 
Written
exercise

Reserve list 
(valid for at 

least 2 years)

Mini-selection 
process for an 

institution

1-1.5 month 1-2 months 6-7 months After 8 months

Publication of
the notice

Online 
examination – all
on the same day

How long does the opposition process take? 
The new EPSO model

April???

End of 2026
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• Hours per week 
according to point 
of departure/time

• Quality (no cell
phone, no 
distractions) 

• The key is learning 
from mistakes

• Other factors may 
influence in the 
time you need

H

Launch of the
notice

Rookie

Veteran

5 to 2 Months
before the

publication of
competition

Registrations
closure

and exam (2 
months

later)

3

How many hours do I have to devote to the competition? Ideal scenario

4

5

6

3

4

5

6

3

4

7

8

5

6

8

9

8

9

10

12

8

9

10

12

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


1.- REASONING TESTS  + study TUE 
+ TFUE (or) History of Institutions

2.- Priority I

Practice MCQ + Written 

3.- Priority II+ III

Practice MCQ + Written

4.- Priority IV+V

5.-Priority VI+VII + Digital Skills

What to do - A plan (even from 0) in 14 steps

This is a 

proposal 

based in our 

experience, 

feel free to 

organise 

yourself 

following a 

different plan

REFERENCE : PRIORITIES 2024-29. EACH STEP SHOULD BE 1WEEKS  

( we consider quality time - several hours per week)



Agencies and institutions

History of the EU Elections  +Commissioners

selection process

6.- Agencies and institutions +Reasoning Tests

7.- History of the EU + Elections +Commissioners
selection process

8.- Eurostat + Anniversaries

+ Reasoning Tests

9.-Practice MCQ + Written +Reasoning tests

10.- Mock test

What to do - A plan (even from 0)

https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/types-institutions-and-bodies_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu_en
https://elections.europa.eu/en/
https://elections.europa.eu/en/


11.- [after assessing your mock exam] list the
weakness and work on them. Focus on MCQ part

12.-Practice Written + Digital skills

13.- Last review of the MCQ content

14.-Practice MOCK EXAM in exam conditions ( 
after closure for registration once per week)

Don’t forget to rest too. Give yourself sometime

What to do - A plan (even from 0)
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What can YSE do for you?

Free webinars and materials –
www.yasemoseuropeos.eu

•Reasoning exam trainings and Competition
(CBT+MCQ+Case) (in English and Spanish)

•Study groups and Workshops for MCQ and 
EUFTE /Written test  

•All info about internal competition trainings

18/07/2025 40

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you? YSE study group
NEW YSE - STUDY GROUP for GRADUATES/GENERALISTS
• 6 live sessions + video material 
• Reasoning tests
• Written tests (EUFTE) for practice with with a 

dedicated analysis and examples on how to tackle 
them. Dedicated analysis to the text for the exam.

• 200 MCQ questions for Digital Skills
• 1200 questions for EU knowledge tests + YSE 

material 
• We begin 14th January . Write to

Yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com for further info or
book your place18/07/2025 41

mailto:Yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


Follow YSE 

TELEGRAM channel (EN/ES): and WhatsApp 
channel (EN/ES) to keep you updated on vacancies, 

new competitions and all kinds of useful 
information for you. 

Also in our social media :
• Instagram
• LinkedIn
• Facebook
• YouTube (don’t forget to subscribe and click on «like» ).

18/07/2025 42

https://t.me/yasemoseuropeos
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VafTHIQ84OmCTzPR6m1T
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VafTHIQ84OmCTzPR6m1T
https://www.instagram.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.instagram.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ya-semos-europeos/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ya-semos-europeos/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.facebook.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4uWnV1tHZPJqAJPwbfdsZw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4uWnV1tHZPJqAJPwbfdsZw


Only your 

work 

matters

(VDL…+/-)
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