


The following presentation  
focuses exclusively on the new process

for AD5 Generalists/Graduates competition. 

And the ppt can be downloaded from our YouTube channel / blog 

Remember, at YSE we don’t do what 
you want, but what you NEED to pass 
competitions. Probably we’ll have an 

answer to your question but not in 
the slide you expect, just be patient.



1. What do I have to know before I begin?   

2. The new portal – Single Candidate Portal

3. The organisation of the tests

4. The test
1.Reasoning Test

2.Written test about the EU or EUFTE

3.Digital skills

4.MCQ – EU knowledge – where can I get free materials to study?

5. Scoring

6. How long is the process? 

BONUS – comments on the new platform

7. How can we help you in Ya Semos Europeos? The YSE-Aventura



1. What do I have to know before I begin?

2. The new portal – Single Candidate Portal

3. The organisation of the tests

4. The test
1.Reasoning Test

2.Written test about the EU or EUFTE

3.Digital skills

4.MCQ – EU knowledge – where can I get free materials to study?

5. Scoring

6. How long is the process? 

BONUS – comments on the new platform

7. How can we help you in Ya Semos Europeos? The YSE-Aventura



All profiles and CV have their place 

(provided you have a University degree)

And 

more!



You will have to fit into the process

BUT

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


Your chances

➢ A reserve list for institutions, bodies, and agencies of the European 
Union (EU)

➢ The reserve list gives you a right to be candidate, not a position. Focus on 
being on the list and later,  you can think on your next steps

➢ The chances for a well-prepared candidate are higher than you may think

Language Seats Candidates Your chances 

Administrators (AD 5) in all fields 1490 ? ALL



You won’t have any result until the end of the process

Key items and conditions for all

All candidates will be invited to the exam.  

(i) language 1: C1 (very good or native-speaker level)
(ii) language 2 minimum B2 (you don’t need a certificate)

You will use the new platform TAO 

Your tests will be in 1 day! No chance of changing the date

General participation conditions are simple :



What about the languages ?

• Practice to check what is your most efficient approach and 
which language to choose 

• Written test is not a language test
• You prove your knowledge by passing the exams

Language 1 – 1 out 24 official EU languages

Language 2 - 1 out 24 official EU languages and 
different from Language 1



The notice of the competition



Your new “home” –

The competition’s web

INDICATIVE PLANNING
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The new portal (since January 2025)



HERE – you can find this web

Give yourself 15 min to read them

Time to register at the Single candidate portal
(please, read the instructions)

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/single-candidate-portal-new-online-portal-your-applications
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/single-candidate-portal-new-online-portal-your-applications


Time to register at the Single candidate portal
(please, read the instructions)

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/single-candidate-portal-new-online-portal-your-applications


Available in the 24 official languages

Time to register at the Single 
candidate portal

(please, read the instructions)

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/es/how-create-single-candidate-portal-account
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/single-candidate-portal-new-online-portal-your-applications
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/single-candidate-portal-new-online-portal-your-applications


Available in the 24 official languages

Time to register at the Single 
candidate portal

(please, read the instructions)

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/es/how-create-single-candidate-portal-account
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/single-candidate-portal-new-online-portal-your-applications
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/single-candidate-portal-new-online-portal-your-applications


If you work in the European institutions read this



The new portal  

If you had an account in the old portal, you 
will need to open a new account in this one



Simple application – it won’t allow you to register until your 

profile has the minimum requirements filled in 



CV

• Follow the instructions
• If you already filled in your 

CV, you can bring it into 
your application

• You choose the language 
(be consistent)

• You don’t have to go 
beyond your education and 
some basic items. No need 
for your working 
experience

• Education and work 
experience require 
supporting documents



How to provide evidence of our education

24 official languages of the EU are valid for your documents. 

They need to know what is the length of your studies (3 or more years)



Use it. Explain your experience

How to provide evidence of our experience (if you introduce any)

Dates should be easy to reflect

A 20MB file size restriction applies to EACH file you wish 
to attach to your work experience details.

Allowed file formats are PNG, JPG, and PDF.



How to provide evidence of our experience

24 official languages of the EU are valid for your documents. 

Budgets/ invoices / projects etc…info must be consistent

Consider a combination of documents, the more 
official they are, the better

Originals = scanned originals



Classic questions are still there and they may matter



Where to go in case you want to ask EPSO

If you do not have an account in the Single Candidate 

Portal use EPSO contact form.

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/contact-us/question


Application – don’t forget (others already did) 

You can edit your application until the day of submission/end
period of application

After the application period, you CAN’T TOUCH your application, 
only submit&upload your documents

Any reflected working experience (if you decided to add) needs
to have an associated evidence to be taken into account

Check the status of your application- It should be confirmed by 
the deadline. If you reopen it , you have to confirm again
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175 min =65 min 
+ 30 min +40 
min +40 min  
Expect it will 

take the whole 
day (long breaks 

in between)

The order of exams will be arranged by EPSO – they will inform when you get the invitation for the exam

All your tests will take place in 1 day but there could be several days 



EPSO keeps a joker to introduce some customization on how to organise the exam, so be 

alert (read EPSO communications)



And the 
tests?

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


Verbal Reasoning

What does it measure? 

• Ability to understand key concepts

• Reasoning capacity from written information 

• Interpret key points correctly

Key points

• Don’t confuse language level with verbal reasoning

• Distinguish between false and doubtful

• Read the question well, extract the info contained, don’t assume anything

• Omission of information in a reply does not make it incorrect

• Frequency (always, usually sometimes...)



-Numerical Reasoning
What does it measure? 

• Identify relevant data

• Identify the quickest way to solve the 

problem

• Ability to make rapid mental calculations

The keys

• Review basic mathematical concepts: fractions, 

percentages, equations, 3 rules

• Identify the data required

• In some cases it is possible to use the estimate

• The solution to the problem here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s


Abstract reasoning

About abstract reasoning

• Colour blindness adapted

• 5 figures and you need to find 

the 6th 

• 5 possible answers

Key aspects

• Isolate elements 

• Search for rules

• Delete what can’t be



Get familiar with your environmentTip 1

The calculator doesn’t have the solutionTip 2

Think first, then choose or calculateTip 3

It’s about reasoningTip 4

Panicking: the worst thing you can do Tip 5

Final tips for reasoning Simple? 
But not 

easy



Written test / EUFTE



Reference document will be provided (2 weeks before
the exam). Focus on practice

Point 1

Take your time to prepare this test (it’s not a simple 40min practice)Point 2

Once you know the date of the exam, block hours
to work on this test.

Point 3

You don’t need inside knowledge but you need practice
to finish the assigment in timePoint 4

The written test / Essay / EUFTE

The assigment is about handling the information
provided and addressing specific audience.Point 5



Digital skills – framework v2.2  

➢ EPSO provided the DIGITAL SKILLS framework 

11000010 10111111 0101
0011 01101001 01101101
01110000 01101100 0110
0101 00111111 00100000
01010000 01100101 0111
0010 01101111 00100000
01101110 01101111 0010
0000 01110011 01101001
01100101 01101101 0111
0000 01110010 01100101
00100000 01100110 1100
0011 10100001 01100011
01101001 01101100 0000

1010

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/50c53c01-abeb-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/50c53c01-abeb-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en


Digital skills

• 40 questions
• 30 minutes (more than enough) 
• Only the correct answers count 
• Just be careful – the framework makes the list but not the 

whole content



5/8/2024 40

Case Study

Keys • Broad knowledge of the EU: Institutions, policy and 
history of the EU

• The trick is not to fail the easy ones. 
• EPSO freezes the content the day the notice is 

published

Structure • 30 questions
• 40 minutes
• Only the correct answers count 
• The final rules are in the notice (if any)

Knowledge exam/MCQ (multiple choice exam)



EPSO materials cover (almost) 
everything. Not very practical if

not handled with care.
There is a lot of redundancy in 

content when using EU-
documents

Not the most useful. Key info
should be in the TEU or other
documents. Figures maybe of

interests

Fundamental or good reference

EU knowledge – Few days ago



➢ EPSO said in its video for the competition that
they will publish a study guide 2 months ahead of 

the exam
➢ This information is indicative (time could be 

different) or even change their mind, but we
think the intention is accurate and they’ll deliver

➢ In the meantime, we recomend to study with the
resources available on their website

EU knowledge – Latest news

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/Tutorial_Graduates_Final.mp4
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/Tutorial_Graduates_Final.mp4
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/Tutorial_Graduates_Final.mp4
https://eu-careers.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/Tutorial_Graduates_Final.mp4


EPSO materials cover (almost) 
everything. Not very practical if

not handled with care.
There is a lot of redundancy

/overlaps in the content when
using EU-documents

Policy content

EU knowledge – EPSO updated the sources

Institutional content

History content



EPSO materials cover (almost) 
everything. Not very practical if

not handled with care.
There is a lot of redundancy

/overlaps in the content when
using EU-documents

Policy content

EU knowledge – EPSO updated the sources

Institutional content

History content



EPSO materials cover (almost) everything. Not very practical. Don’t drive 
yourself crazy and build a good base

EU knowledge -MCQ

Those links open the field of study to almost all policy details



EU knowledge -MCQ

You can’t cover everything in such
level of detail. Apply common

sense
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How is the competitions evaluated? Let’s do some math

• You need to pass each test separately
• Each test is relevant on its own (don’t sacrifice one for another) 



How is the competitions evaluated? Let’s do some math

Combined score (before EUFTE) =
(Verbal x 0.4) + (EU knowledge x 0.3) + (Digital x 0.3) =

Max score 29 points
2235 candidates will see their EUFTE reviewed (or more)



How is the competitions evaluated? Let’s do some math

Final score  =
(Verbal x 0.35) + (EU knowledge x 0.25) + (Digital x 0.25) + (EUFTE x 

0.15) =
Max score 26 points

1490 candidates will be placed on the reserve list (or more)



How is the competitions evaluated? Let’s do some math

Pass and Max 
Score

COMBINED SCORE (to pass to 
EUTE review)

FINAL SCORE to rank on the reserve list 

For the best 2235 candidates For the best 1490 candidates

Verbal 10 - 20 points 40% 4-8 points 35% 3.5- 7 points

Numerical + 
Abstract

10 - 20 points O% 0 0% 0

EU knowledge 15 - 30 points 30% 4.5- 9 points 25% 3.75-7.5 points

Digital 20 - 40 points 30% 6 - 12 points 25% 5-10 points

EUFTE 5 - 10 points N/A N/A 15% 0.75-1.5 points

TOTAL 14.5 – 29 points 13 – 26 points

Passing marks will depend on :

• Number of candidates

• Difficulty of the exam
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Application
time

(5th Feb –
10th March)

Exams
correction and 
verification of 
requirements

Reasoning
tests+ EU -
Knowledge
MCQ test+ 

Digital skills + 
Written
exercise

Reserve list 
(valid for at 

least 2 years)

Mini-selection 
process for an 

institution

1+/- month 1-2 months 6-7 months After 8 months

Publication of
the notice

How long does the opposition process take? 
The new EPSO model

April??? – alerted
2 weeks before

End of 2026
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BONUS - Some lessons learnt on the new platform

• New platform is still in “BETA” phase
• Several problems with the launch of the exam
• Interface very basic
• Calculator rudimentary – no C button
• Use of keyboard – unstable
• Reasoning – panic is your worst enemy
• Limited visibility with the calculator + notepad
For the Written
• NO COPY PASTE AT ALL
• NO EDITING at the written test
• NO SHORTCUTS
• It’s posible to have the doc (written) and the space for 

the exercise open at the same time



1. What do I have to know before I begin?   

2. The new portal – Single Candidate Portal

3. The organisation of the tests

4. The test
1.Reasoning Test

2.Written test about the EU or EUFTE

3.Digital skills

4.MCQ – EU knowledge – where can I get free materials to study?

5. Scoring

6. How long is the process? 

BONUS – comments on the new platform

7. How can we help you in Ya Semos Europeos? The YSE-Aventura



What can YSE do for you?

Free webinars and materials –
www.yasemoseuropeos.eu

•Reasoning exam trainings and Competition
(CBT+MCQ+Case) (in English and Spanish)
•Study groups and Workshops for MCQ and 
EUFTE /Written test  
•All info about internal competition trainings

18/07/2025 57
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
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Follow YSE 

TELEGRAM channel (EN/ES): and WhatsApp 
channel (EN/ES) to keep you updated on vacancies, 

new competitions and all kinds of useful 
information for you. 

Also in our social media :
• Instagram
• LinkedIn
• Facebook
• YouTube (don’t forget to subscribe and click on «like» ).

18/07/2025 58

https://t.me/yasemoseuropeos
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VafTHIQ84OmCTzPR6m1T
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VafTHIQ84OmCTzPR6m1T
https://www.instagram.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.instagram.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ya-semos-europeos/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ya-semos-europeos/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.facebook.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4uWnV1tHZPJqAJPwbfdsZw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4uWnV1tHZPJqAJPwbfdsZw


What can YSE do for you?

Right now, for AD5 Generalists / Graduates, our study groups are fully 
booked.

The good news: we continue to offer SELF-STUDY training options, 
allowing you to:

• prepare each test module separately,
• study at your own pace,
• organise your preparation using study and practice materials.

The self-study options available cover:
• Reasoning tests
• MCQ on European Union knowledge
• MCQ on Digital Skills
• Written test (EUFTE / Essay)

59

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

REASONING TESTS

(Verbal · Numerical · Abstract)

Self-study training available in ENGLISH and SPANISH

Course content:

• Explanatory videos for each reasoning test type (verbal, numerical and abstract)

• 200 verbal reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 numerical reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 abstract reasoning questions (10 online tests)

Access:

• Videos and materials available for 1 year

60

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_blszjsqn
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_hsbprrns
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — EUROPEAN UNION KNOWLEDGE
Self-study training to prepare the MCQ test on knowledge of the European Union 
and its institutions, available in two versions:
• English version (EN)
• ES + EN version (explanatory videos in Spanish)

Content common to both versions:
• More than 1200 MCQ questions (approx. 40+ online tests)
• Each question includes feedback / additional information
• YSE Study Guides on EU knowledge and institutions
• Compilation of study materials
• Updated with the latest developments (including EPSO Guide when available)
• Access to videos and materials for 1 year

61

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — EUROPEAN UNION KNOWLEDGE - Available versions

Version 1 — In English

• Self-study course fully in English

• MCQ questions, feedback, Study Guides and materials in English

• Explanatory videos on each EU political priority

Version 2 — ES + EN

• MCQ questions, feedback, Study Guides and materials in English

• Explanatory videos in Spanish on each EU political priority

62

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_2gcxtmpg
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_2gcxtmpg
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https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_lsl0ncc4
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_lsl0ncc4
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — DIGITAL SKILLS

Self-study training to prepare the MCQ test on Digital Skills, available in two versions:

• English version (EN)

• ES + EN version (introductory video in Spanish)

Content common to both versions:

• More than 200 MCQ questions
(distributed across 5 online tests)

• Each question includes comments / additional information

• Access to videos and materials for 1 year

63

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — DIGITAL SKILLS - Differences between versions

Version 1 — In English

• Course entirely in English

• MCQ questions and comments in English

Version 2 — ES + EN

• Introductory video in Spanish
• Explains what Digital Skills are

• Presents the 5 competence areas

• MCQ questions and comments in English

• Materials and exercises available only in English

64

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_f715bjtw
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_f715bjtw
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_f715bjtw
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_yqqjktwz
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_yqqjktwz
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_yqqjktwz
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

WRITTEN TEST — EUFTE / ESSAY

Training to prepare the written test (EUFTE / Free-text Essay) of the EPSO AD5 
Generalist competition.

Format:

• Self-study course in English (EN)

• Includes one live online workshop (the session is recorded)

Access:

• Videos and materials available for 1 year
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https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_jxxlq3gd
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_jxxlq3gd
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https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

WRITTEN TEST — EUFTE / ESSAY

Course content

• Introduction and theory video
• Understanding the written test
• Strategies to approach the essay

• 5 original YSE essay exercises, with:
• Dedicated analysis
• Examples on how to tackle them
• Explanations in English
• Reference texts available in the 24 official EU languages

• Online workshop (Zoom) to analyse the text proposed by EPSO
• Live session (recorded)
• Date to be confirmed

66

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you? YSE study group

NEW YSE - STUDY GROUP for
GRADUATES/GENERALISTS

• 6 live sessions + video material 
• Reasoning tests
• Written tests (EUFTE) for practice with with a dedicated analysis 

and examples on how to tackle them. Dedicated analysis to the 
text for the exam.

• 200 MCQ questions for Digital Skills
• 1200 questions for EU knowledge tests + YSE material 
• We begin on 18 February . Write to

Yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com for further info
18/07/2025 67

mailto:Yasemoseuropeos@gmail.com
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


Only your 

work 

matters

(VDL…+/-)
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