
AD5 Generalists/Graduates 
competition – Q/A 



Scenarios



Total 174.922 – Of this total, more than 91% of the applicants is currently not 
working for the EU institutions.

For background information, these are the numbers of applicants for similar 
competitions (AD5 grade) in previous years:

• 2019: 22000+

• 2018: 22000+

• 2017: 23000+

• 2015: 31.400  (for 149 seats)

In AD7 Building – 30% of the candidates failed to show up

AD7 building will re-reseat for the exam: 16th April

AD7 data management will have its exam: 29th April

Most candidates choose L1 – native L2 – English [YSE survey]

AD5 Graduates – FACTS



Of 174.922, if 30% fail – then 52.476 candidates won’t take the exam so:

⮚ In 2026, we have 1 seat for each 82 candidates

⮚ In 2015, reducing 30%, we had 1 seat for each 148 candidates (and it was possible, we 
were there)

Then, ask yourself:

⮚ How many candidates won’t show up thinking it’s impossible?

⮚ How many candidates won’t prepare anything? 

AD5 Graduates – FACTS



1. [MYTH] EPSO will increase the number of places, without further 
explanation.

[FACT] unless the notice (legal document) is modified, the number of 
places remains the same (1490).

2. [MYTH] EPSO will put quotas by countries to enter the reserve list.

[FACT] The notice does not indicate quotas, nor limitations of any kind.

3. [MYTH] EPSO will make a more difficult exam for X country, language, 
etc…

[FACT] the exam is identical in difficulty. The content can differ if it 
takes place on different dates.

Myths and Legends 



4. [MYTH] EPSO will review my writing whatever I do.

[FACT] EPSO will only review the written exams of the 2235 best 
candidates according to results of Verbal Reasoning + EU knowledge + 
Digital.

5. [MYTH] Somebody told me…

[FACT] Unless this somebody quotes the notice of competition or EPSO 
webpage, he/she is probably making it up/inventing/lying.

6. [MYTH] I can’t apply to another EPSO competition while I’m a candidate 
in AD5 graduates.

[FACT] You can apply to all competitions of which you meet the 
requirements unless the notice say, specifically, the contrary.

Myths and Legends 



OPTIMISTIC

Assumption 

• Building (16/4) y Data 
(29/4) exams go well

• EPSO publish the EU 
knowledge book 
between 30 April – 10 
May

Result

• Exam organised 
between 1-15 July

• Reserve list published in 
March/April 2027 

AD5 Graduates – now, what? - Scenarios (our best calculation)

REASONABLE

Assumption 

• Building (16/4) y Data 
(29/4) exams go well

• EPSO publish the EU 
knowledge book 
between end June – July

Result

• Exam organised 
September/October

• Reserve list published in 
April/May 2027 

CONSERVATIVE

Assumption 

• Building (16/4) y Data (29/4) 
exams go well, but more 
tests are needed

• EPSO publish the EU 
knowledge book in 
September

Result

• Exam organised between 
November/December 2026

• Reserve list published in July 
or September 2027 



OPTIMISTIC

Assumption
• Building (16/4) y Data (29/4) 

exams go well
• EPSO publish the EU 

knowledge book between 30 
April – 10 May

Result
• Exam organised between 1-15 

July
• [If they have postponed the 

written exam]  Result October 
2026  

• [If needed] 
November/December 2026 –
written exam

• Reserve list published in 
March/April 2027 

AD5 Graduates – now, what? - Scenarios – if the written is done in a 2nd step 
(our best calculation)

REASONABLE

Assumption 
• Building (16/4) y Data (29/4) 

exams go well
• EPSO publish the EU knowledge 

book between end June – July
Result
• Exam organised 

September/October

• [If they have postponed the 
written exam]  Results not 
earlier February 2027  

• [If needed] March/April 2027 –
written exam

• Reserve list published in 
April/May 2027 

CONSERVATIVE

Assumption 
• Building (16/4) y Data (29/4) 

exams go well, but more tests are 
needed

• EPSO publish the EU knowledge 
book in September

Result
• Exam organised between 

November/December 2026
• [If they have postponed the 

written exam]  Result November 
2026  

• [If needed] December 2026 / 
January – written exam

• Reserve list published in July or 
September 2027 



1. Keep working/studying each week

2. Every 3 weeks – practice a written tests

3. Keep adding EU knowledge layers to your 
notes/knowledge 

4. Be alert for the publication of the EU knowledge
book [2 months, approximately, before the exam]

AD5 Graduates – now, what?



The process



You will have to fit into the process

REMEMBER – it doesn’t matter how 

special you are

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


What kind of evidence I need for …

⮚ Languages

⮚ Studies

⮚ Work experience

• You don’t need supporting 
documents for languages

• For your studies 
you need :

⮚ DIPLOMA
⮚ Attestation of the 

standard duration 
of your studies



What kind of evidence I need for …

⮚ Languages

⮚ Studies

⮚ Work experience
• For work experience :
⮚ Recommendation letters duly 

signed, identified and 
stamped can be used

⮚ You can use several 
complementary documents 
to prove your experience

⮚ If not paid, it doesn’t count
⮚ As you don’t need experience 

in this competition usual 
criteria of working experience 
after degree doesn’t apply



175 min =65 min 
+ 30 min +40 
min +40 min  
Expect it will 

take the whole 
day (long breaks 

in between)

The order of exams will be arranged by EPSO – they will inform when you get the invitation for the exam

All your tests will take place in 1 day but there could be several days 



The tests



Verbal Reasoning

What does it measure? 

• Ability to understand key concepts

• Reasoning capacity from written information 

• Interpret key points correctly

Key points

• Don’t confuse language level with verbal reasoning

• Expect a VERY DIFFICULT TEST

• Distinguish between false and doubtful

• Read the question well, extract the info contained, don’t assume anything

• Omission of information in a reply does not make it incorrect

• Frequency (always, usually sometimes...)



Numerical Reasoning
What does it measure? 

• Identify relevant data

• Identify the quickest way to solve the 

problem

• Ability to make rapid mental calculations

The keys

• Choose your battle – go for the feasible exercises first

• Review basic mathematical concepts: fractions, 

percentages, equations, 3 rules

• Identify the data required

• In some cases it is possible to use the estimate

• The solution to the problem here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B8hX2dIhZ8&t=4s


Abstract reasoning

About abstract reasoning

• Colour blindness adapted

• 5 figures and you need to find 

the 6th 

• 5 possible answers

Key aspects

• TIME IS THE KEY

• Isolate elements 

• Search for rules

• Delete what can’t be



Get familiar with your environmentTip 1

The calculator doesn’t have the solutionTip 2

Think first, then choose or calculateTip 3

It’s about reasoningTip 4

Panicking: the worst thing you can do Tip 5

Final tips for reasoning Simple? 
But not 

easy



How can we prepare for the digital skills test? Like, what specific content 

should we study? (Examples: shortcuts, types of files...)

what questions are expected and how to prepare for the digital literacy test?

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/50c53c01-abeb-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en


How can we prepare for the digital skills test? Like, what specific content 

should we study? (Examples: shortcuts, types of files...)

what questions are expected and how to prepare for the digital literacy test?

• Make list of concepts using different 
chapters of the guide

• Take a look at the glossary
• Some resources (linked in the guide)
⮚ http://europa.eu/europass/en/how

-describe-my-digital-skills
⮚ https://digital-skills-

jobs.europa.eu/digitalskills
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Could you explain what is expected from the EUFTE written test? 

How will it be structured and what they mean with the "Clear 

communication" instruction? 

Do spelling and grammar count toward the grade?

• As simple as difficult as fulfil the 5 anchors 
following the assignment given

• Provided mistakes don’t hinder the 5 
anchors, they don’t count



⮚ In the meantime, we recommend to study with the 
resources available on their website

EU knowledge  – Latest news



EPSO materials cover (almost) 
everything. Not very practical if 

not handled with care.
There is a lot of redundancy 

/overlaps in the content when 
using EU-documents

Policy content

EU knowledge  – EPSO updated the sources

Institutional content

History content



EPSO materials cover (almost) 
everything. Not very practical if 

not handled with care.
There is a lot of redundancy 

/overlaps in the content when 
using EU-documents

Policy content

EU knowledge  – EPSO updated the sources

Institutional content

History content



EPSO materials cover (almost) everything. Not very practical. Don’t drive 
yourself crazy and build a good base

EU knowledge - MCQ

Those links open the field of study to almost all policy details



EU knowledge - MCQ

You can’t cover everything in such 
level of detail. Apply common 

sense 



Our favourite resources (if we depart from scratch)  

• The treaties: TUE y TFUE
• ABC of the EU law
• SOTEU 2025
• EU Pioneers
• The EU in 2025
Complementary
• Factsheets of EU parliament
• 2019-2024 Summaries (VDL-1)

https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/principles-and-values/founding-agreements_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/principles-and-values/founding-agreements_en
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9faa2088-cc42-11f0-8da2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Selectedpublications&WT.ria_c=41957&WT.ria_f=9780&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fop.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fgeneral-publications%2Feucareersmaterial
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9faa2088-cc42-11f0-8da2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Selectedpublications&WT.ria_c=41957&WT.ria_f=9780&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fop.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fgeneral-publications%2Feucareersmaterial
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9382341f-53e6-11ec-91ac-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Selectedpublications&WT.ria_c=41957&WT.ria_f=9780&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fop.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fgeneral-publications%2Feucareersmaterial
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9382341f-53e6-11ec-91ac-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Selectedpublications&WT.ria_c=41957&WT.ria_f=9780&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fop.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fgeneral-publications%2Feucareersmaterial
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9d1a7eec-fb41-11ef-b7db-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Selectedpublications&WT.ria_c=41957&WT.ria_f=9780&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fop.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fgeneral-publications%2Feucareersmaterial
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9d1a7eec-fb41-11ef-b7db-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Selectedpublications&WT.ria_c=41957&WT.ria_f=9780&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fop.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fgeneral-publications%2Feucareersmaterial
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9d1a7eec-fb41-11ef-b7db-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Selectedpublications&WT.ria_c=41957&WT.ria_f=9780&WT.ria_ev=search&WT.URL=https%3A%2F%2Fop.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fgeneral-publications%2Feucareersmaterial
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/home
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_en
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/eu-made-easy-18-118-year-olds/eu-pioneers_en
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/










Only your 

work 

matters

(VDL…+/-)



What can YSE do for you?

Free webinars and materials –
www.yasemoseuropeos.eu

•Reasoning exam trainings and Competition 
(CBT+MCQ+Case) (in English and Spanish)
• Study groups and Workshops for MCQ and EUFTE 

/Written test  
•All info about internal competition trainings

18/07/2025 34

http://www.yasemoseuropeos.eu
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQQi7M3WKcLhtuoo2kBEtyQuabA30m3Q83FR3PdjhtGLP4lw/viewform
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


Follow YSE 

TELEGRAM channel (EN/ES): and WhatsApp channel 
(EN/ES) to keep you updated on vacancies, new 

competitions and all kinds of useful information for you. 
Also in our social media:

• Instagram
• LinkedIn
• Facebook

• YouTube (don’t forget to subscribe and click on «like» ).
18/07/2025 35

https://t.me/yasemoseuropeos
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VafTHIQ84OmCTzPR6m1T
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VafTHIQ84OmCTzPR6m1T
https://www.instagram.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.instagram.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ya-semos-europeos/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ya-semos-europeos/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.facebook.com/yasemoseuropeos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4uWnV1tHZPJqAJPwbfdsZw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4uWnV1tHZPJqAJPwbfdsZw


What can YSE do for you?

We continue to offer SELF-STUDY training options, allowing 
you to:

• prepare each test module separately,
• study at your own pace,
• organise your preparation using study and practice materials.

The self-study options available cover:
• Reasoning tests
• MCQ on European Union knowledge
• MCQ on Digital Skills
• Written test (EUFTE / Essay)

36

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

REASONING TESTS

(Verbal · Numerical · Abstract)

Self-study training available in ENGLISH and SPANISH [soon exercises will be available in 
other languages  IT-FR and more]

Course content:

• Explanatory videos for each reasoning test type (verbal, numerical and abstract)

• 200 verbal reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 numerical reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 abstract reasoning questions (10 online tests)

Access:

• Videos and materials available for 1 year

37

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_blszjsqn
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_hsbprrns
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — EUROPEAN UNION KNOWLEDGE
Self-study training to prepare the MCQ test on knowledge of the European Union 
and its institutions, available in two versions:
• English version (EN)
• ES + EN version (explanatory videos in Spanish)

Content common to both versions:
• More than 1200 MCQ questions (approx. 40+ online tests)
• Each question includes feedback / additional information
• YSE Study Guides on EU knowledge and institutions
• Compilation of study materials
• Updated with the latest developments (including EPSO Guide when available)
• Access to videos and materials for 1 year

38

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — EUROPEAN UNION KNOWLEDGE - Available versions

Version 1 — In English

• Self-study course fully in English

• MCQ questions, feedback, Study Guides and materials in English

• Explanatory videos on each EU political priority

Version 2 — ES + EN

• MCQ questions, feedback, Study Guides and materials in English

• Explanatory videos in Spanish on each EU political priority

39

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_2gcxtmpg
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_2gcxtmpg
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_2gcxtmpg
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_lsl0ncc4
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_lsl0ncc4
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_lsl0ncc4
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — DIGITAL SKILLS

Self-study training to prepare the MCQ test on Digital Skills, available in two versions:

• English version (EN)

• ES + EN version (introductory video in Spanish)

Content common to both versions:

• More than 200 MCQ questions
(distributed across 5 online tests)

• Each question includes comments / additional information

• Access to videos and materials for 1 year

40

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — DIGITAL SKILLS - Differences between versions

Version 1 — In English

• Course entirely in English

• MCQ questions and comments in English

Version 2 — ES + EN

• Introductory video in Spanish
• Explains what Digital Skills are

• Presents the 5 competence areas

• MCQ questions and comments in English

• Materials and exercises available only in English

41

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_f715bjtw
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_f715bjtw
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_f715bjtw
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_yqqjktwz
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_yqqjktwz
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_yqqjktwz
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

WRITTEN TEST — EUFTE / ESSAY

Training to prepare the written test (EUFTE / Free-text Essay) of the EPSO AD5 
Generalist competition.

Format:

• Self-study course in English (EN)

• Includes one live online workshop (the session is recorded)

Access:

• Videos and materials available for 1 year

42

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_jxxlq3gd
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_jxxlq3gd
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_jxxlq3gd
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_jxxlq3gd
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

WRITTEN TEST — EUFTE / ESSAY

Course content

• Introduction and theory video
• Understanding the written test
• Strategies to approach the essay

• 5 original YSE essay exercises, with:
• Dedicated analysis
• Examples on how to tackle them
• Explanations in English
• Reference texts available in the 24 official EU languages

• Online workshop (Zoom) to analyse the text proposed by EPSO
• Live session (recorded)
• Date to be confirmed

43

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


https://www.yasemoseuropeos.eu/
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